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Stirling Castle 
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     Stirling Castle sits atop an intrusive of crag 
quartz dolorite exceptionally spectacular views 
all around it making it easy to defend and 
command the countryside around it.   

 
 
The Antonine Wall was constructed in the 

In AD140’s on the orders of the Emperor 
Antoninus Pius; the Romans built a turf wall 
along the north-western frontier of the Roman 
Empire for 60 km from modern Old Kilpatrick 
on the north side of the River Clyde to Bo'ness 
on the Firth of Forth. Surprisingly, in in AD 170-
180 the Romans, under the command of Ulpius 
Marcellus, governor of Britannia, bypassed 
Stirling (which they called “Strivelyn” from 
which is derived the term ‘Sterling Silver’. 
Instead, they settled for a fort at nearby 
Doune.  

 What is even more surprising is that, 
when the Romans were mining for silver on the 
Ochil they had a spectacular view of the Castle 
rock. 

 
 
 

The first record of Stirling Castle dates 
from around 1110, when King Alexander I 
dedicated a chapel here when it became a 
royal centre; in fact, Alexander died at Stirling 
Castle 1124. In fact, reign of his successor 
David I, Stirling became a royal burgh. King 
William I created the deer park to the south-
west of the castle. Unfortunately, King William 
was captured by the English in 1174 and was 
forced to surrender several castles, including 
Stirling and Edinburgh. But in 1189 Richard I of 
England returned the castle. William died in 
the castle in1214 

Alexander III, 1107 to 1124 ruled from, 
most of Scotland south of Highland Boundary 
Fault Line; i.e., between the mountains and the 
lowlands.  He layed out the deer hunting forest 
In the 1260’s. His brother David I succeeded 
him and ordered the construction of a new 
castle and made Stirling a Royal Burgh with 
charters reaffirmed by later monarchs. The 
Burgh’s was then known as Strivelyn.  

Stirling Castle has endured at 16 sieges, 
the most notable during the Wars of 
Independence. Starting with Battle of Stirling 
Bridge in 1297 when Scots army under William 
Wallace and Andrew De Moray defeated the 
English army at Stirling Bridge in 1297 when 
Scots caught the English forces as they crossed 
a bridge across the Forth.  

In Dec. 1303 King Edward of England stays 
at Dunfermline Abbey Edward spent the winter 
months at Dunfermline Abbey where he 
planned a siege of Stirling Castle, which he 
successfully achieved.   

In July 1313, the Scots led by Edward 
Bruce besieged the castle under the English 
commander Sir Philippe de Mowbray.  
However, they came to a gentleman’s 
agreement that if the main English billeted at 
Berwick Castle on southeast coast of Scotland, 
had not reached the castle by mid-summer of 
In 13i4, Mowbray would surrender the castle. 
In true ‘gentleman’s fashion, Edward Bruce 
allowed Mowbray to leave the castle to inform 
King Edward of the agreement. So on Jun 24

th
 

when King Edward II’s army arrived at 
Bannockburn, below the castle, they fought the 
famous Battle of Bannockburn where Scots 

A commanding, westward view looking over 
the Carse of Stirling from Stirling towards the 
Trossachs Mountains,  

View the meandering River Forth and Stirling 
Castle from a site near Roman silver mine works on 
the Ochil Hills  

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Battle_of_Stirling_Bridge
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Battle_of_Stirling_Bridge
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army led King Robert (the Bruce) defeated King 
Edward Plantagenet’s army.  

There’s a legend that, before the battle, 
when King Robert opened the box with St. 
Fillan’s glowing arm it was a sign that the Scots 
would be victorious. 

Ever since, especially with the Union of 
Crowns in 1707, there’s been a Scots 
Independent movement. To some, it’s if the 
battle took place only yesterday. Scotland’s 
Bard Robert Burns penned the lyrics the 
famous song on the battle of Bannockburn 
that, which is surely being sung every day 
somewhere in the World. 

 
Scots, wha hae wi' Wallace bled;  
Scots, wham Bruce has aften led;  
Welcome tae your Glory Bed,  
Or to Glorious Victorie.  
Now's the day, and now's the hour;  
See the front o' battle lour;  
See approach proud Edward's pow'r.  
Chains and slavery!  
  
Wha will be a traitor knave?  
Wha can fill a coward's grave?  
Wha sae base as be a slave?  
Let him turn and flee!  
Wha for Scotland's King and Law  
Freedom's sword will strongly draw,  
Freeman stand or freeman fa'  
Caledonian! Let him on we' me!  
  
By Opression's woes and pains!  
By your sons in servile chains!  
We will drain our dearest veins,  
But they shall be free!  
Lay the proud usurpers low!  
Tyrants fall in every foe!  
Liberty's in every blow!  
Forward! Let us do or dee! 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

The present buildings in the castle were 
constructed between 1490 and 1600, when 
Stirling was developed as a principal royal 
centre by the Stewart kings James IV, James V 
and James VI. The architecture of these new 
buildings shows an eclectic mix of English, 
French and German influences, reflecting the 
international ambitions of the Stewart dynasty 

Stirling Castle, was Mary Queen of Scots 
favourite residence. On Sep 10 1547 the Battle 
of Pinkie Cleugh was fought near the east coast 
town of Musselburgh, in which the Scots were 
defeated. The defeat posed a serious threat to 
Queen Mary and so she was secretly moved a 
few miles from Stirling Castle to the 
Augustinian Inchmahome Priory located on an 
island on Lake-of-Menteith. Incidentally, By 
name, Lake of Mentieth is the only lake in 
Scotland - all the other are lochs.     

  The Earls of Mar are Honorary 
Governors of the Castle and still hold the 
Honor as a part Queen Elisabeth II Royal 
Household in Scotland.   

As Hereditary 
Governor of Stirling 
Castle, Mar became 
Guardian and later 
Regent to James VI, 
carrying him safely at his 
Coronation in 1567. The 
Earl had three castle of 
his own at Kildrummy, 
Corgarff and Braemar. As 
part of her Majesty 
Queen Elizabeth II Royal Household in 
Scotland, the Earl still holds the Honor.  

King Robert the Bruce 
monument, Stirling Castle. 
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Stirling Castle was principally a Royal 
residence with exquiste Exquite stone 
masonary  and once magnificent stone 
masonary within and on buildings around it, 
and of walled gardens gardens the and outwith 
the castle.  

But there is no mistikaing its military 
purpose with its thick battlemens, canons.  

In fact, 200 year-old regiment Argyll & 
Sutherland Highlanders were garrisoned in the 
castle until1964. 

 Historic Scotland took over the castle 
with a mandate to return the Castle to how it 
would look in the 1540’s at a cost of £12 
million. One of the most remarkable projects 
was to restore the Stirling Heads in Royal 
apartment ceiling originally installed by James 
V in 1642 which represent the short-lived 
Scottish Renaissance art.  

In 1777 the castle was transformed from 
a Royal residence to military barracks and the 
roof fell into disrepair including 56 Stirling 
Heads carvings on the ceiling – many of which 
were lost.  Fortunately, Mrs. Jane Graham, wife 
of the deputy – Governor of Stirling Castle, 
published a book of engravings entitled Lacuna 
Strevelinens in 1811 based on her detailed 
study of the Stirling Heads. 

Master carver John Donaldson and 
restoration artist Graceila Aisnworth were 
given the task of restoring the heads that 

remained and re-create missing ones from Mrs. 
Grahams drawings.  
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 Mr. Donaldson created a sensation 
discovered that one of the carvings had what 
appeared to be musical notation.  The notes 
were transcribed by a harpist. It sounds typical 
of the period. But it there is still some doubt as 
it authenticity as music score.   

 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

Besides the restoration of Stirling heads 
there also many furnishing that have been 
lovingly re-created, the huge hunting tapestry 
to many years to recreate. What truly adds to 
the experience of Stirling castle is ambience 
created by the friendly staff period dress and 
who enjoy themselves in that one suspects 
they are not play acting.  

 
 
 

Six of Mr. Donaldson’s remarkable carvings 
the Stirling Heads. 

Stirling Robertson’s head carved 
by his father Alexander Robertson 
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Stirling is a delightful town, although the 
scenery is sometimes dampened by a thick 
Highland mist (heavy rain in other words) 
which, in Scots, is “Gei driech day. But when 
the weather clears, and looking northwards 
over the river Forth, the University of Stirling 
and a wee hill called Abby Craig – ones sees 
The Wallace Monument another remarkable 
architectural achievement built in the 1860’s.  
–which is a tribute to William Wallace’s victory 
at the Battle of Stirling Bridge in 1297.  

 
Apart from the architectural achievement 

of the Wallace Monument, inside it’s even 
more so. Notable are the sculptures are the work 
of D.W. Stevenson, R.S.A. who was he related with 
Robert Louis Stevenson? 

Beside the monument’s car park there 
was a 4m tall stone statue resembling Mel 
Gibson's depiction of Wallace. It was carved by 
Tom Stone during the time when Mel Gibson 
was recovering from a heart by-pass operation.   
It was described in the national newspaper The 
Independent as “among the most loathed 
pieces of public art in Scotland. It was severely 
vandalized to such 
a degree that it 
was removed. The 
sculptor offered 
to donate the 
statue to the 
Donald Trump 
Organization, as a 
centre piece for 
the new billion 
dollar golf resort 
that Trump is 
currently building 
in Aberdeenshire 

 

 
Some of David Stevenson’s busts of 

famous Scots featured in  that David 
Stevenson’s sculptures in the Hall of Heroes 
are: 
 
Robert Burns (1759 – 1796), poet. 
Thomas Carlyle (1795 – 1881), writer and sage. 
Thomas Chalmers (1780 – 1847), preacher and writer. 
William Ewart Gladstone (1809 – 1898), politician and UK 
prime minister. 
John Knox (1505 – 1572), religious reformer. 
David Livingstone (1813 – 1873), missionary and explorer. 
Hugh Miller (1802 – 1856), writer and geologist. 
William Murdock (1754-1839), pioneer of gas lighting. 
Allan Ramsay (1685 – 1758), poet and man of letters. 
Sir Walter Scott (1771 – 1832), writer, poet, Lawyer and 
nationalist. 
Adam Smith (1723 – 1790), economist and philosopher. 
Robert Tannahill (1774 – 1810), songwriter. 
James Watt (1736-1819), inventor and developer of the 
steam engine 

 

 


